
BEFORE

THE PUBMC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKETNO. 97-239-C- ORDERNO. 2003-221J

APRIL 7, 2003

INRE: Proceedingto EstablishGuidelinesfor an
IntrastateUniversalServiceFund.

) ORDERGRANTING
) REQUESTTO EXTEND
) DEADLINE FORFILING
) TARIFFSASSOCIATED
) WITH THE STATE
) UNIVERSAL SERVICE
) FUND

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")on the Motion of BellSouthTelecommunications,Inc. ("BellSouth" or

"Company") for an extensionof time in which to file tariffs associatedwith the State

UniversalServiceFundassetout in CommissionOrderNo. 2001-996,datedOctober10,

2001,requiringthe participatingcompaniesto file their tariffs associatedwith the South

CarolinaUniversalServiceFund(USF)no laterthanApril 1of eachyear.

CommissionOrder No. 2001-996 sets out the guidelines and administrative

proceduresfor theUSF,andprovidesthat after theInitial Phase,onApril 1 of eachyear,

beginningin 2003,eachII_,ECreceivingUSF supportmayfile tariff reductionsandrequest

additionalUSFsupportto fundthecontinuedremovalof implicit supportcontainedin rates.

Suchfilingswill beconsideredby theCommissionandadecisionrenderedby September1

of thesameyearfor inclusionin thestateUSFassizedeachOctober1.Additionally,Order

No. 2001-996providesthatcompaniesseekingratereductionsshallalso file detailedcost
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dataclearlydemonstratingthatimplicit supportexistsin theratesthat areproposedto be

reduced. Any suchtariff filings shall bemadeby April 1, 2003andthe Commission's

decisionwill be renderedby August1,2003.

On March 26, 2003,BellSouth filed a Motion for Extensionof Time with the

Commissionrequestingthat theCommissionextendtheApril 1,2003deadlineto file its

tariffs associatedwith the USF.By its Motion, BellSouthrequeststhat the deadlinefor

filings in the instantdocketbeextendedfor sixty (60)daysuntil June1,2003.

BellSouthstatesin its Motion that during the agendaconferenceyesterday,_the

Commissionmadeits decisionregardingthe USF filings submittedlast yearby various

companiesand that an Order of the Commissionmemorializing its decision will be

forthcoming. Prior to deciding whether and how to make the Company's filings,

BellSouth assertsthat it would like to review the Commission'sOrder issuedin this

matter.According to BellSouth, anadditional sixty (60) daysshouldprovide sufficient

time for the Companyto review the Commission'sOrder, as well as any Order on

Reconsiderationthat may be necessary,before decidingwhether and how to file the

Company'stariffs in this docket.

The Commissionfinds and concludesthat BellSouth'sMotion for Extensionof

Time to file the Company'stariffs andaccompanyingcostdataassociatedwith theUSF

shouldbegranted.

1"Agendaconferenceyesterday"asstatedhereinrelatestotheCommission'sweeklyagendameetingthat
washeldMarch25,2003.



DOCKETNO. 97-239-C- ORDERNO.2003-221
APRIL,7, 2003
PAGE3

IT ISTHEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Thedeadlineof April 1,2003,assetforth in CommissionOrderNo. 2001-

996,shallbeextendedto June1,2003,for BellSouthTelecommunications,Inc. to file the

Company'stariffs andany accompanyingcostdataassociatedwith the SouthCarolina

UniversalServiceFund.

2. This Ordershall remain in full forceand effectuntil furtherOrderof the

Commission.

ATTEST:

_Executive "

(SEAL)


